[Tattoos--what the physician needs to know?].
During the last 20 years needle tattooing has gained great popularity in the Western countries. However, introduction of color pigments or dyes into the skin is not harmless. Local skin problems may be manifested as inflammation, hypersensitivity to dyes, benign or malignant tumors or onset of chronic diseases on tattooed skin areas. Needle tattooing also predisposes to rare but potential blood-borne infections such as hepatitis C and bacterial sepsis. Anyone having a severe primary disease or being under immunosuppressive medication should be aware of the health risks of tattooing.